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Chile: The Merluza Mafia: Middlemen Profit Off Cod Catch 

 

Chileans have a large appetite for merluza, a white-fleshed fish whose population has been 
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Overfishing of merluza – a form of hake – is rampant, and stocks are being exhausted. Local 

fishers are blamed, but they are not the ones profiting from an illegal market estimated to be 

worth some $60 million a year.  

 

Instead, they sell to middlemen with freezer trucks, who buy undeclared fish at knockdown 

prices.  

 

Rodrigo Oyanedel, a doctoral candidate at the University of Oxford who is investigating the 

overfishing of merluza, said there is a misconception that illegal catch passes straight from boats 

to restaurants. 
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Oyanedel told InSight Crime.  

 

Merluza for the Masses 

 

Merluza – a wide-mouthed, slender, silver fish in the cod family – 

https://insightcrime.org/investigations/merluza-mafia-middlemen-profit-chile-cod-iuu-fishing/
https://chile.oceana.org/blog/merluza-comun-9-anos-entre-el-agotamiento-y-la-sobreexplotacion/
https://www.terram.cl/2021/06/expertos-y-gobierno-debaten-por-pesca-ilegal-en-merluza-mueve-us-60-mills/
https://www.wwf.org.co/?353582/Del-mar-a-la-mesa-una-breve-historia-de-la-merluza-chilena
https://www.wwf.org.co/?353582/Del-mar-a-la-mesa-una-breve-historia-de-la-merluza-chilena
http://www.sernapesca.cl/sites/default/files/1968_0.pdf
http://www.sernapesca.cl/sites/default/files/2001_0.pdf
https://www.elmostrador.cl/noticias/opinion/2021/07/21/merluza-comun-historia-de-una-crisis/
https://www.elmostrador.cl/noticias/opinion/2021/07/21/merluza-comun-historia-de-una-crisis/
https://www.sonapesca.cl/cuotas-de-pesca-registran-fuertes-bajas-para-2014-y-merluza-comun-se-reduce-a-la-mitad-2/
https://www.sonapesca.cl/cuotas-de-pesca-registran-fuertes-bajas-para-2014-y-merluza-comun-se-reduce-a-la-mitad-2/


 

https://insightcrime.org/investigations/merluza-mafia-middlemen-profit-chile-cod-iuu-fishing/  

Despite the drastic reduction in the catch limit, merluza común continues to be overexploited, 

according to 
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The head of the artisanal fishing cooperative said that a typical merluza boat brings in an average 

of about five tons of fish annually. The fish is processed into 180 boxes that sell for 10,000 

Chilean pesos ($12) each, for a profit of about 1,800,000 pesos ($2,160). When divvied among a 

typical crew of four people, each pockets only 450,000 Chilean pesos, or $553, per year. 
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